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man. He was and always remained the pupil of the
Tubingen clerical college. Of the other works I have
till now only properly and carefully studied "Dawn of
Day." I feel that I understand the book perfectly.
Many of the thoughts have been my own; others are
new to me, or cast in a new form, which, however,
does not estrange me from them. That this letter may
not be too long, I will only touch on one more point.
I delight in the aphorism concerning the hazard of
marriage. But why do you not dig much deeper?
In another place you even speak with a certain re^
spect of marriage which, through presupposing an
ideal of emotional nature, has idealised sentiment.
Here you are certainly bolder and stronger. But why
not once for all speak the whole truth about it? I
am of opinion that the institution of marriage, which
might have been very useful as a muzzle for the pas-
sion of monsters, has caused more distress and misery
among ordinary mankind than the Church itself.
Church, monarchy, property, marriage, are the four
old, time-honoured institutions which humanity must
reform root and branch in order to be able to breathe
freely. And alone of these marriage kills individual-
ity, paralyses freedom, and is a paradox incarnate.
The awful part of it is that humanity is as yet too
barbarous to be able to -do without it. Authors of the
so-called emancipated and advanced type still con-
tinue to speak of marriage with a mien of hearty de-
votion that enrages me. And, after all, they are in
the right, for it is impossible to say what can be set up
in its place for the rabble. Nothing is to be done but
slowly to reverse public opinion. What do you think?